Cummings and Associates

12 October 2007
Revised 4 January 2008
Final Revision 25 March 2008

Wayne and Carol Elder
40401-A De Luz Road
Fallbrook, CA 92028-5883

Reference: Elder Agricultural Grading Permit L-15206 — APN 101-562-07-00 — County of San
Diego Log No. 07-01-004 (Cummings and Associates Job #1534.51A)

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Elder,

This letter will serve as the supporting documentation to the Biological Resources Map requested
by the County of San Diego in their letter to you dated August 9, 2007 (the Biological Resources
Map is attached as Figure 5). The information contained herein should provide the County of San
Diego staff with enough information to resolve the grading violation on Assessor’s Parcel
Number 101-562-07-00 and to proceed with issuance of the agricultural grading permit L-15206.

Background. Assessor’s Parcel Number 101-562-07-00 is located at 39693 Calle De Luz Road
in the De Luz community within an unincorporated area of the County of San Diego (see Figures
1, 2 and 3). Portions of the property were graded and planted with Avocados without obtaining a
Grading Permit. Subsequently, the County of San Diego issued a grading violation after being
notified of the unauthorized grading. In an effort to remedy the violation, an application for an
Agricultural Grading Permit has been submitted to the County. In order for County staff to assess
the impacts to native habitats, a request for a Biological Resources Map was made. A site visit
was made by the undersigned on 25 September 2007 to assess the historic and current extent of
native habitats. This letter and its attachments summarize the results of the field survey and
analysis.

Vegetation Types. Prior to the unauthorized clearing, the 10.5-acre property contained orchards
(going back to at least the early 70's), Chaparral, and developed lands. These three habitat
categories are described below.

Orchards and Vineyards — Approximately 2.4-acres of the subject property has been
utilized for agriculture since the early 70's (see Figure 6, the aerial photos in Appendix A,
and your attached letter to Jarrett Ramaiya dated December 12, 2007 in Appendix B).
This vegetation category is best described as Orchards and Vineyards (Holland, 1986 as
modified by Oberbauer, 1996; Element Code 18100). Although a portion of this area
(specifically along the southern property boundary) appears to have been Chaparral in
some of the aerial photos, upon closer inspection of the photos (agricultural rows are
visible in the County of San Diego’s 2000 and 2004 aerials shown in Figure 7), and as per
the information provided in your letter to Jarrett Ramaiya, this area along the southern
parcel boundary was actually occupied by “shrubby” flower fields as late as 2005.

P.O. Box 1209, Ramona, CA 92065 ¢ (619)233-5454 or (760)440-0349
FAX: (760)440-9173 * Email: gretchen.bc@sbcglobal.net
Professional Environmental Services
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According to the draft first revision of the County of San Diego Report Format and
Content Requirements for Biological Resources document, “Agricultural land left fallow
may revert to non-native grassland habitat or other native/naturalized habitat. An
assessment shall be made as to whether the land now supports native or naturalized
habitat after an absence of active agricultural activity, such as seeding or harvesting for
four or more years.” Since this area along the southern property boundary was in use as a
flower field as late as 2005, this area is still considered an “active agricultural activity” as
it was in use as a flower field within the last four years.

Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral/Recovering Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral —
The majority of the property contains undisturbed (6.2-acres) and recovering (0.6-acres)
Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral (Holland, 1986 as modified by Oberbauer, 1996;
Element Code 37121). Although there are certain Sage Scrub species present within the
Chaparral, they do not comprise 50% of the habitat. According to the Additional Habitat
Identification Information section of the Draft Report Format and Content Requirements
for Biological Resources which states, “In cases where the two habitats area co-dominant
and at least 50% of the habitat is indicative of coastal sage scrub, then the habitat shall be
labeled as ‘coastal sage-chaparral scrub’”. Since the Sage Scrub elements were not 50%,
the habitat was considered Southern Mixed Chaparral.

Portions of Chaparral in the northeast corner of the property were cleared, not graded, and
are believed to be exempt from a Clearing Permit under Section 87.502© of the County’s
Grading, Clearing and Watercourses Ordinance. This exempts, “Clearing limited to the
least amount necessary for the purpose of surveying, geotechnical exploration and access
for percolation tests and wells.” This cleared area (see Figure 5) is recovering already
with sprouts of Chamise and Scrub Oak several inches tall.

Urban/Developed — Approximately 1.3-acres of the site consists of what is best
described as Urban/Developed Lands (Holland, 1986 as modified by Oberbauer, 1996;
Element Code 12000). This category contains a landscaped slope and bare dirt areas used
for access and parking. The vegetation in this area consists of Red Apple (4dptenia
cordifolia), Peruvian Pepper (Schinus molle), and Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.).

Impacts and Analysis. Based on the site survey and upon an analysis of aerial photos of the
property, it was determined that approximately 0.6-acres of Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral
was converted to Agriculture as a result of the unauthorized grading activity (see area of impact
on Figure 5). In order to compensate for this impact to native habitat, 0.3-acres of
Chaparral/Coastal Sage Scrub credits will be purchased from the Daley Ranch Conservation
Bank (please refer to the attached letter from Environmental Land Solutions). Although the
subject property falls within a Pre-Approved Mitigation Area under the draft North County
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Multiple Species Conservation Program, and therefore, would be eligible for mitigation through
an on-site conservation easement, it is felt that preservation of 0.3-acres of Chaparral by itself
would be biologically meaningless. For this reason, mitigation for impacts to the Chaparral is
proposed to be fulfilled by contributing to the preservation of a 3,058-acre block of habitat at the
Daley Ranch Conservation Bank.

The table on the following page summarizes the acres on-site pre-disturbance, the acreage
impacted by the unauthorized grading, as well as, the recommended mitigation ratio for impacts

to the native Chaparral habitat.

Vegetation Impact and Mitigation Summary Table

Habitat Type Acres Acres Impacted | Mitigation Off-Site
On-Site | by Unauthorized Ratio' Mitigation
Grading
Orchard and Vineyards (Element Code 2.4 N/A N/A N/A
18100)
Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral 6.2 0.6 0.5:1 0.3-acres
(Element Code 37121)
Recovering Granitic Southern Mixed 0.6 0.0 0.5:1 0.0-acres
Chaparral (Element Code 37121)
Urban/Developed (Element Code 1.3 N/A N/A N/A
12000)
TOTALS: 10.5 0.6 0.5:1 for 0.3-acres of

Granitic Chaparral/

Southern | Coastal Sage
Mixed Scrub

Chaparral

! The mitigation ratio for impacts to Granitic Southern Mixed Chaparral was taken from the draft County of San Diego
Guidelines for Determining Significance and Report Format and Content Requirements for Biological Resources which is up for
approval before the Board of Supervisors on Wednesday, October 17, 2007.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (760)440-0349.
Sincerely,

Hutelsn (umminp

Gretchen Cummings
Principal/Consulting Biologist
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Attachments:
1. Figure 1 — Project Location on a Regional Map

. Figure 2 — Project Location on the 7'2-minute U.S.G.S. Fallbrook Quadrangle Map

. Figure 3 — Project Location on a Thomas Brothers Map Base

. Figure 4 — Project Location on an Aerial Photo (Pre-Disturbance)

. Figure 5 — Biological Resources Map (reduced to 11 x 17)

. Figure 6 — Site Photos Along the Southern Property Boundary

. Appendix A — Aerial Photos from 2000 and 2004 Showing Agricultural Rows Along

the Southern Property Boundary

8. Appendix B — Letter to Jarrett Ramaiya from Wayne and Carol Elder Regarding the
Usage History of the Property Dated December 12, 2007

9. Appendix C — Acknowledgment of Sale of Conservation Credits, Letter from Shea
Homes dated April 1, 2008, and the Accounting of Environmental Credit Sales at
the Daley Ranch Conservation Bank

NN D W
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The top photo was taken in the 1970's and the bottom photo was taken recently in 2007.
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Appendix A

Aerial Photographs from 2000 and 2004
Prepared by

County of San Diego DPLU GIS
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Appendix B

Letter to Jarrett Ramaiya at the County of San Diego
from Wayne and Carol Elder Dated December 12, 2007



Wayne: & Carol Flder
A0 Tl 1wl
Fall wioezk . Caliceniy 2028
[T TaesT

December 12, 2007

Jarreli Ramaiya

County of San Diego

Dept. of Planning & Land Use
5201 Ruffin Rd., Suite B (0650)
San Diego, CA 92123-1666

Re: [-15206/07-01-004; Elder Agricultural L- Grading Permit
Dear Jarredl.
[ would like to respond to your lefter dated December 10, 2007,

I would like fo reiterate the discussion we had at our meeting August 20, 2007
with you, Nael Areigal, Tom Dufly and Mike Benesh. It is unfortunate Ms. Walsh,
the county biologist was not at the meeling o discuss and see photos of the land
over the last 40 years with different crops grown on the property. It was my
understanding at the end of our meeting in August that your only concemn was
the amount of coastal sage in the fower portion of the graded area of the
property. | am not sure why we are going back over the south/southwestern
boundary area once again.

To again explain, our 10 acre parcel has been in our family since 1965. Over the
years the properly has gone through many slruggles and changes. The len
acres was originally planted with avocados. Unforftinately rof roof destroyed the
grove. The area had fo be fumigated and then replanted with citrus. A
destructive wild fire came through our property destroying vegetation, irrigation
and watering system approximately in 1999 — 2000. My brother started his
flower fields on the south/southwestern boundary shortly after the wild fires. He
installed new watering system and imigation timer. See photos. Later he built a
hot house fo propagate his flower cuttings. See aenal phofo of hot house. Also
enclosed are photos of my brother’s flower fields growing Diosma Pulchrum
(“Pink Breath of Heaven®). As you can see from the photo the flowers have the
appearance of small brush. Possibly that is why the aerial photo is hard fo see
the flower fields. My brother continued his flowers until his death in 2005,

Our family has worked hard over the last 40 years facing the many hardships as
farmers encounter with agriculfure. Much money has been spent repianting
crops and replacing imigation lines over the difficult years of rot roof, freezes, wild
fires and family member's deaths.
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Jarrelt Ramaiya
Decernber 13, 2007

To dale we have hired the following to help with our Agriculfure Grading Permit:

Mike Benesh Malcomb Vinje

MLE Engineering Vingi & Middleton Engineering, Inc.
Escondido, CA Escondido, CA

John Dahi Gretchen Cummings

Enviromental Design Cummings & Associales

Fallhrook, CA Ramona, CA

Jim Carter

Enviromental Land Solutions
Rancho La Costa, CA

I wanl lo lake responsibility for the grading my brother did and have tried
ditigently to correct all the areas of concem for the county. My funds are
diminishing. | am hopeful and praying the agriculfure grading permit will be
finalized shoartly by the county.
Best regards,

ﬂ_‘:.:E)
Wayne Elder

Enclosure

ce: Nael Areigat
Gretchen Curnmings
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Appendix C

Acknowledgment of Sale of Conservation Credits,
Letter from Shea Homes Dated April 1, 2008, and
Accounting of Environmental Credit Sales at the Daley Ranch
Conservation Bank



S o8 05) yyd EOSLL ROOZ/R0/40

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SALE OF CONSERVATION CREDITS

The undersigned Seller hereby acknowledges that it has sold and conveyed to
Wayne & Carol Flder, 0.3 Chaparral/Coastal Sage Scrub Conscrvation Credits from the
Dialey Ranch Conservation Bank. All terms of this conveyance shall be governed by the
provisions of the Conservation Credit Purchase Agreement and Acknowledgment
between Purchaser and the undersigned dated April 1, 2008.

Seller: Shea Homes Limited Partnership,
a Celifornia limited partnership

By: JF.8hes LLC,
Ia.Delaw e limited lability company,

. /7‘ iy
ﬁu&ﬁnmué_%:ﬂi_

Date: April 1, 2008

State of California )
) §.8.
County of San Diego )

On_ April ]. 2008___ before me, Sarah J Beckman, notary Public, personally
appwared Alexander L. Plishner and John B. Vance wha proved to me on the basis of
satisfactory evidence o be the persons whose names are subscribed to the withm
instrament and acknowledged to me that they executed the same in their authorized
capacities, and that by their signatares on the instrumncnt the persons, or the entity upon
hehalf of which the persons acted, executed the mstrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that
the foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS muy hamd and official seal.
MESS my hand and official seal.
SIS Commisien @ 1391062 (j é
p e ' Mooy Pubiie - Solffomic g
£ 700 Sl SERO c-tary Public in afd for said Countly and Stata

Wy Comm. Exples Jul 1, 2009

goo/Loo@ GLOS E¥E 08L Y4 B0 LL BOOE/EOSbO



SheaHomes
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April 1, 2008

Christine Stevenson

Department of Planning and Land Use
(County of San Diego

5201 Ruffin Rd,, Ste. B

San Diego, CA 92123

RE: Mitigation for Roscmary’s Mountain Quarry Project (MUP-PE7-021RPL2)
Dear Christine Stevenson;

As of today, April 1, 2008, Shea Homes has conveyed Wayne & Carol Elder certain
conservation credits for the mitigation of impacts associated with their project being
processed as the Elder's Agricultural L-Granite (L-15206),

Enclosed please find an Ackmowledgment of Sale of Conservation Credits for the sale of
0.3 Chaparral/Coastal Sage Scrub Congervation Credits from the Daley Ranch
Conservalion Bank.

If you have any questions regarding this transaction or the conservation bank, please do
not hesitad® to contact me.

Aasistant C '51!-- unity Development Manaper
SheaHomes, San Diego

P: 858-526-6554

F: B58-320-0437

Enclosures

g City of Escondido
Jim Carter, Environmental Land Solutions

9990 Mesa Rim Roed, San Diego. Ua 82121

EOO/E00
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